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Cyrano De Bergerac Study Guide Questions

Act I

1. What are all the soldiers, but Cyrano, dressed like? What does that seem to say?

2. What does Ragueneau do to maintain the poets?

3. Who is Montfleury?

4. What secret does the cut-purse have?

5. What is the tone of the play at the beginning? Where is Cyrano?

6. What does Cyrano make fun of Montfleury for?

7. How does Cyrano keep away the entire crowd?

8. What does the meddler stare at?

9. How does Cyrano insult Valvert?

10. What happened to Cyrano's gloves?

11. What is Cyrano doing while he writes the ballad?

12. A musketeer comes and salutes Cyrano. Who is he? Where might you know him from?

13. Who does Cyrano love?

14. Why is Cyrano happy?

15. What is he about to go do?

Act II

1. Why do the poets go to Ragueneau's shop?

 

2. What does his wife use to make wrappers?

3. What favor does Roxanne ask for? 

4. What does Cyrano mean when he says "Oh...I have done better since?"

5. Read The song: What Cyrano's troops famous for?

6. What won't Cyrano do? (75)

7. Instead why does he write? Please quote.

8. Why does he enjoy being hated?

9. How does Christian attempt to anger Cyrano?

10. What arrangement does Christian and Cyrano make?

Act III

1. What has happened to Ragueneau at the beginning of the act?  Why?

2. How has Roxanne like the letters?

3.  What is Cyrano’s attitude?  Why?

4.  In Paglia’s world, why is he that way?

5. What news does de Guiche bring?

6. How does Roxanne fool him?

7.  How does Roxanne propose de Guiche revenge himself on Cyrano?

8.  What is the importance of the line "Who but a woman would have thought of this?

 9.  What "trap" does Roxanne have for Christian?

10.  Why might Cyrano say "good"?

11.  What does Cyrano try to have him do?

12.  Whose fault is it that the scene falls apart?

13. Later, when Christian speaks to Roxanne, what scene does that echo?

14. Why is Cyrano so willing to do this?

15. What is the importance of the following quotes:

"Love hates the game of words."

"I come to pluck down out of the sky an evening star.

"I love beyond breath, beyond reason..."

"Now, let me die, having lived."

"I had rather be myself...the cause of what must be."

16. What trick does Roxanne pull?

17. What story does Cyrano tell DeGuiche?

18. How does that reveal a great deal about Cyrano?

Thought:

A. What makes Cyrano ugly? What, then, would make Christian beautiful?

 

B. Would real love be a compromise for Cyrano?

 

C. Roxanne is also good with words and tricks. What significance would you see in that?

 

D. Why is Cyrano’s promise so important to him?

 

E. Who would be an ideal wife for Cyrano?

Acts IV and V

Identify the following objects:

1. Arras

2. A white scarf

3. A tear

4. A coach

5. Cyrano's Gazette

6. A heavy log

7. The moon.

Quotes: Who said the following quotes and why are they important?

1. "Yes, but you melt down their manhood."

 

2. "No matter. I am just a little mad--I will stay. It will be amusing."

 

3. "They adored the fair and missed the fowl."

 

4. "Must I run away, and leave a woman?"

 

5. "Now, that image of you that filled my eyes first, I see it no more."

 

6. "I am tired of being my own rival."

 

7. "I have told her. She loves you."

 

8. "Well sister, I ate meat yesterday."

 

9. "His own life, his own way--thought, word and deed Free!"

 

10. "a visitor...Most unexpected."

 

11. "Saturday, the twenty-sixth, an hour or so before dinner, Monsieur de Bergerac died, foully murdered."

 

12. "I shall be up there presently, in the moon."

 

13. "Let the old fellow come now! He shall find me On my feet, sword in hand..."

 

14. "My white plume..."

Thought questions:

1. Cyrano, like Henry V (whom he is often compared, even within the play) uses language to trick and to beguile. What are some examples of this?

 

2. If Cyrano is an Ideal Man, what qualities does the ideal man have?

3. Why is Cyrano always on the outside, while Christian, Moliere and De Guiche are on the inside?

4. Ibsen once remarked that "if you put a pistol on stage in Act I, you must use it by the end of Act V" How is that so in this play?

 

5. Cyrano is an allegorical character, for a sort of ideal man. Who else is allegorical?

 

 

6. Pick three female characters we have studied. What would they think of Cyrano?

 

 

 

